
Guy Fawkes Night 
Guy Fawkes Night (also known as Bonfire Night, Cracker Night, Fireworks Night) 
is an annual celebration on the evening of the 5th of November. It celebrates the foiling 
of the Gunpowder Plot of the 5 November 1605 in which a number of Catholic 
conspirators, including Guy Fawkes, attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament in 
London, England. Festivities are centred on the use of fireworks and the lighting of 
bonfires 

In the United Kingdom, celebrations take place in towns and villages across the country 
in the form of both private and civic events. They involve fireworks displays and the 
building of bonfires on which "guys" are burnt. These "guys" are traditionally effigies 
of Guy Fawkes, the most famous of the Gunpowder Plot conspirators. In recent years 
however the "guy" has sometimes, controversially, represented modern day figures of 
dislike such as George W Bush, Osama bin laden, Tony Blair and Saddam Hussain. 
Although the night is celebrated in York (Fawkes' hometown) some there do not burn 
his effigy, most notably those from his old school. 

 Before the fifth, children traditionally use the "guys" to request a "penny for the guy" in 
order to raise funds with which to buy fireworks, although this custom seems to have 
died out in recent years and has widely been supplanted by the American import trick or 
treat.  

In the United Kingdom, there are several foods that are traditionally consumed on Guy 
Fawkes Night: 

• black treacle goods such as bonfire toffee and parkin,  
• toffee apples  
• baked potatoes, which are wrapped in foil and cooked in the bonfire or its 

embers  
• black peas with vinegar 

Traditional rhymes 
Remember, remember the Fifth of November,  
The Gunpowder Treason and Plot,  
I know of no reason  
Why the Gunpowder Treason  
Should ever be forgot.  
Guy Fawkes, Guy Fawkes, t'was his intent  
To blow up King and Parli'ment.  
Three-score barrels of powder below  
To prove old England's overthrow;  
By God's providence he was catch'd  
With a dark lantern and burning match.  
Holloa boys, holloa boys, let the bells ring.  
Holloa boys, holloa boys, God save the King!  
 

 


